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Statement of  Faith

Most churches have a set of core beliefs that are usually referred to as their “Statement of
Faith.” These Statements summarize the basic position the church takes on major issues
which define the nature of their Christian faith and practice. We think it is incredibly important
for every church member to really understand what their church believes because that will (or
should) shape everything about what that church does, especially in the areas of preaching
and teaching.

Following is our Statement of Faith. Please read it. Think about it. If something doesn't make
sense to you, seek God's clarification in prayer and through conversations with other
believers. Lastly, please let us know if you'd like to discuss any of this with one of our pastors
and we'll be happy to arrange it.

The Bible
The sole basis of our belief is the Bible (also referred to as “Scripture” or “the Scriptures”),
composed of the sixty-six books divided between Old and New Testaments. All Scripture
originated with God and was given through God's inspiration of His specially chosen men.
Their original writings of God's Words were perfect and therefore perfectly trustworthy. The
Bible is the unique, full, and final authority on all matters of faith and practice, and there are
no other writings similarly inspired by God.

God
We believe there is one true, holy God, eternally existing in three persons: Father, Son and
Holy Spirit (called the Trinity). Each person of the Trinity has all the attributes of God and the
characteristics of personality. God is timeless and exists outside of time; He chose to create
time, our world, and everything in it from nothing, thus manifesting the glory of His power,
wisdom, and goodness. By His unmatched authority and power He continues to sustain His
creation. Through His loving care He operates within human history to fulfill His purpose of
restoring mankind's relationship with Him.

Salvation
The main reason God revealed Himself and His nature in Scripture is to call all people back
into relationship with Him. Mankind was originally created in perfect fellowship and oneness
with God. But the very first man and woman rebelled against Him and chose to depend upon
themselves. The instant results of their decision were alienation from God and the corruption
of their nature: body, mind, and soul. As the first parents of mankind, their corruption is
passed on to every person who ever was or ever will be born. In this condition we are unable
to please God; we are helpless on our own to build a bridge back to God. Our only hope is to
be rescued by God Himself. This rescuing—what we call “salvation”—is, therefore, wholly a
work of God's free mercy and grace; there is absolutely no way we can earn it by trying to be
“good enough.” It is only accomplished by genuine faith in the death, burial, and resurrection
of Jesus Christ. When God begins His rescuing and restoring work in a person, on the basis
of that faith, He gives assurance in the Bible that He takes up residence in the believer's life
forever: for the rest of their days on earth, and eternally in heaven, where God completes His
work.
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Jesus Christ
Jesus Christ is the eternal Son of God and the second Person of the Trinity (see “God”
above). He was forever joined with a true human nature through the miraculous pregnancy of
a virgin, by whom He was born into our world. He lived a life of perfect obedience to God the
Father. Even though God's holy justice means each of us deserves death and eternal
separation from Him because of our corrupted nature, Jesus volunteered to take our place.
By dying on the cross He paid the full price of God's righteous judgment of our sins; by faith in
Christ alone we are saved. He rose from the grave in the same body in which He lived and
died, finally, returning to heaven to join God the Father. Jesus is the only One who can build
the bridge again between God and man, and He is constantly representing those who believe
in Him before God the Father. He will return to our world one more time, personally and
visibly, to complete the history of mankind and fulfill God's eternal plan of restoration.

The Christian Life (The Holy Spirit)
Genuine faith in Christ—the kind that really rescues us—is always marked by a changed life.
Instead of living for ourselves, we pursue a life that combines our desire to grow in obedience
to God, and increase our dependence on Him, even for the willingness and ability to obey.
Our dependence is specifically in the form of submission to the Holy Spirit, the third Person of
the Trinity (see “God” above). He was sent into the world by the Father, and the Son, to apply
to mankind the saving work of Christ. The Holy Spirit brings truth to sinners like us, convicting
us of our sins, and convincing us we need a Savior. It is only because of the work of the Holy
Spirit that any of us are “born again” into the new, rescued life of faith. When that happens we
become temples—holy places of residence—for the Holy Spirit. He generously gives us
spiritual gifts so we can join Him in His work of spreading the truth and strengthening Christ's
body on earth (the Church). The Holy Spirit helps us understand and apply Scripture to our
lives. His power and leadership are available to us according to our desire to be filled by Him,
making it possible for us to do what is otherwise impossible: to become more and more
Christ-like in our character - bearing fruit that glorifies God and changes our world.

Death and the After-life
Our death on earth seals our eternal destiny; it is a one-way door that locks behind us after
we walk through it. In that instant, everyones’ spirit is transfered into the spiritual world. Those
who have rejected, refused or ignored Christ are left alone to face God's judgment and
sentencing. Because of their now eternal condition of unrighteousness, and their unpaid debt
of sin, they will not be allowed in God's presence. When Jesus returns, and the body of every
human that ever lived is resurrected, God’s justice demands that those who have rejected His
grace (available by faith in His Son) be condemned to everlasting hell. Believers, however, do
not face God's judgment alone. Instead, they are accompanied by Christ, who has made
them acceptable to God by paying the penalty for their sins, and giving them His own
righteousness. They will be with God in perfect friendship and joy forever.

The Church
Jesus and his disciples referred to the community of believers as “the body of Christ.” Today
we call it the Church (with a capital “C”) to mean the one, single, global community of people
who confess Jesus Christ as Savior. There is also “a church” (small “c”), which is a local
branch, if you will, of the Church. God tells us (through the Bible) that we should gather
together in local groups to experience Christian community and do what Jesus would do: love
God and love one another. In practice, those two things include everything about the Christian
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life: sharing the good news of God's willingness to rescue us from our sins; worship;
participating in uniquely Christian celebrations such as Communion (The Lord's Supper) and
Baptism; prayer; fellowship with one another; teaching of the Word of God; and ministering to
each other and our neighbors through spiritual gifts, time, talent, and treasure.

Baptism
Baptism, like faith, is a gracious working of God. By the work of the Holy Spirit, God claims His
own. He spiritually cleanses us. He "marks, seals, identifies" His people through baptism and
incorporates them into the family of God. He says to the whole world, "This is my son…This is
my daughter…They bear my seal." On our part, Baptism is an act of obedience to the command
of Christ, fulfilled by all who have subjected themselves to His sovereignty. In Matthew 28:19-
20, Jesus commands His followers to "go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit…" We believe that His
command involves all people, no matter what age.

The Lord's Supper
The sacrament of Communion is for any Christian whose heart is prepared and who
understands the meaning of the sacrament. In partaking of the Lord’s Supper, we remember
and proclaim Jesus’ death and resurrection and look forward to his return (Luke 22:19 & 1 Cor.
11:26-28). We acknowledge the presence of Christ as we are gathered in His name and that
through this sacrament we experience not only His presence but His grace as we partake of the
elements. Anyone who worships with us is welcomed to our Communion celebration if they are
prepared: they are believers in Christ as Lord, they understand their sin condition and desire
repentance, and they recognize the presence of Christ in the sacrament as we gather in His
name.

Marriage, Gender, and Sexuality
God wonderfully and immutably creates each person as male or female. These two distinct,
complementary genders together reflect the image and nature of God. Rejection of one’s bio-
logical sex is a rejection of the image of God within that person. The term “marriage” has only
one meaning: the uniting of one man and one woman in a single, exclusive union, as delineated
in Scripture.  Further, God intends sexual Intimacy to occur only between a man and a woman,
as created by God, who are married to each other. Finally, God has commanded that no inti-
mate sexual activity be engaged in outside of a marriage between a man and a woman. We
believe that any form of sexual immorality (including adultery, fornication, homosexual behavior,
bisexual conduct, bestiality, incest, and use of pornography, etc.) is sinful and offensive to God.

Faith and Practice
Because the Bible is the final authority in all matters of faith and practice, we do not add rules
and regulations which the Bible does not teach. Where God commands through His Word, we
must obey; where He teaches principles of Christian living, we must apply them. In areas He
does not address through command or principle, each believer needs to pray diligently for
guidance from the Lord, to whom he or she is ultimately accountable. In such areas we also
encourage healthy, non-judgmental discussion among people of faith because God often
reaches us through the wisdom He has granted to other members of the body of Christ.

We believe this Statement of Faith is an accurate summary of what Scripture teaches. Because
of that, everyone who wants to become a member at Crossroads is asked to accept the
theology and doctrine of this Statement, and to uphold unity in our church in regard to these
beliefs.


